
 

From the Principal’s Desk 
 

Welcome! 
 
With the start of the 2015-16 school year rapidly approaching, I would like to wel-
come your children to Parcells Middle School.  This may be a welcome back for 
some of you or a new beginning for those of you new to Parcells.  I hope that you 
had a wonderful summer and are excited about the upcoming school year so that 
we can work together to continue the enhancement of our exceptional school.  
 
I am very proud to be back as a part of the Parcells community, and plan to contin-
ue its tradition of excellence in education.  Some of the past successes at Parcells 
that we plan to build upon include the achievement of excellent test scores on 
NWEA, ACT Aspire and the Grosse Pointe Writing Assessment.  In fact, due to the 
hard work of our teachers and students, Parcells was removed from the State of 
Michigan Focus School list this summer.  This means that Parcells has closed the 
achievement gap, improving the achievement of all of our students.  In addition to 
these accomplishments, our students successfully participated and distinguished 
themselves in several academic events and contests last year including the Michi-
gan Science Olympiad, Michigan Social Studies Olympiad, You be the Chemist, 
and the Scripps National Spelling Bee.  Students also won several awards in Sci-
ence eCybermission, Broadcast Journalism, local and national essay contests, and 
our Robotics Team, The Blown Fuses, was recognized for excellence at state and 
regional competitions.  By working together as a school community, we will contin-
ue to have a positive impact on the lives of Parcells students. 
 
I look forward to seeing all of our new and returning students and families at two 
upcoming events.  First, on September 8th, the first day of school, we will be hold-
ing a 6th Grade Parent Welcome in the Parcells Media Center at 6:30pm.  We 
hope that this informational evening will help explain what we do at Parcells and 
ensure a smooth transition to middle school.  Next, on Thursday, September 10th, 
we will be hosting our annual “Back to School Night.”  Here, all families will have 
the chance to meet your child’s teachers as well as learn about the great things 
going on at Parcells. 
 
In the meantime, please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any questions or 
concerns. You can reach me via phone at (313) 432-4600 or via email at 
hartled@dearbornschools.org. 
 
I hope you have a wonderful 2015-16 school year, 
 

Mr. Dan Hartley 
Principal   
 

GROSSE POINTE PUBLIC SCHOOL SYSTEM  

Parcells Newsletter 

Each and Every Child, Each and Every Day 

Important dates in Aug-Sept:  
 

8/11/2015 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Parcells On Line Registration Help 
 

8/13/2015 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Parcells Online Registration Help 
 

8/24/2015 9:00 AM - 11:45 AM 
Parcells 8th Grade Registration 
 

8/25/2015 9:00 AM - 11:45 AM 
Parcells 7th Grade Registration 
 

8/26/2015 9:00 AM - 11:45 AM 
Parcells 6th Grade Registration 
 

8/27/2015 Parcells WEB training 
for 8th gr. WEB Leaders 
 

8/28/2015 Parcells WEB training 
 

8/31/2015 8:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Parcells WEB Orientation for 6th 
Gr Students 
 

8/31/2015 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM 
Parcells Make Up Registration in 
the office 
 

9/1/2015 9:00 AM - 12:00 PM  
Parcells Make Up Registration in 
the office 
 

9/8/2015 8:20 AM - 3:20 PM  
1st Day of School-full day 
 

9/8/2015 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM  
Parcells 6th Gr. Parent Info Meet-
ing 
 

9/10/2015 6:30 PM - 8:30 PM  
Parcells Back to School Night 
 

9/16/2015 6:00 PM - 7:30 PM  
Cyber CSI Student & Parent 
Presentations 
 

9/18/2015 3:30 PM - 5:30 PM  
Parcells 6th Grade Welcome Party 
 

9/25/2015 3:20 PM - 4:00 PM  
Parcells Photo Make Up Day 
in the boy's gym after school 

Aug-Sept 2015                                                                  http://gpschools.schoolwires.net/gpparcells  



From the Principal’s Desk (cont.) 
 

Traffic Drop Off and Pick Up:  
We wish to remind all parents about drop-off and pick-up traffic rules in front of the school on Mack Avenue and also in 
the back of the school off Sunningdale.  First and Foremost, Please Remember to be Patient and Courteous. 
        
Mack Avenue: 

 Please do not turn into the lot from the middle lane of Mack Avenue just to avoid waiting in the long line. 
This is illegal. 

 Please do not fly past everyone waiting in line on the right curb, only to stop abruptly on the left to allow 
your child to run in front of other cars to get into the school. 

 Do not cut in front of all cars waiting in line and squeeze in at the curb in between other cars. 

 Do not stop on Mack Ave to drop your child off. 

 Do not pull into the library lot to drop your child off and allow them to run across the lane in front of moving 
vehicles. 

 No parking in the driving lanes to enter the school. 
 

Sunningdale: 

 The "No Left Turn" (northbound Sunningdale) and the "Right Lane Turn Only" (southbound Sunningdale) 
signs are enforceable, meaning all drivers must obey the signs. 

 Do not pull into the parking lot to cut through a lane, cutting through the lot and having your children cross 
two lanes of traffic to enter the school. 

 Children should be ready to exit vehicles on the passenger side only as soon as cars pull to the unloading 
zone.  If people are not quick, the line often extends past Mason on Vernier. 

 The unloading zone extends from the powerhouse area to the loading dock curbs, leaving a wide area for 
traffic to pull further ahead to drop off and move quickly around the perimeter of the lot alleviating back-
ups.           

 Parking in the lot in order to drop off and pick up your student is NOT allowed. 
 
 

Cyber CSI Student & Parent Presentations: 
The Michigan Attorney General’s office will be conducting presentations on student safety featuring the Michigan 
Cyber Safety Initiative (CSI) and the student safety hotline, OK2SAY.  The presentation will be given for all students 
during the school day on September 16th.  A one-hour seminar for parents/adults is being offered in the Parcells 
Auditorium at 6:30pm, the same day. 
 

6th – 8th grade students first get an in-depth explanation of OK2SAY through a video compliments of Lifetouch Nation-
al School Studios.  They learn what the OK2SAY program is, how it works, what types of incidents they can report, 
how to submit a tip, and what will happen with the tip.  Students then get detailed explanations about bullying, cyber-
bullying, suicide, sexting, sexual abuse, the predator threat, and how to protect themselves online.  Students will see 
two videos based on the stories of teenage Internet predator survivors provided by NetSmartz, they’ll watch a video 
featuring students from Michigan that have died by suicide, the students will view a video showing the impacts of sex-
ting, and they’ll watch other videos provided by the Ad Council, Trend Micro, NetSmartz, KSL News, and Keenan 
West. 
 

The community seminar provides practical tools including Internet safety tips and how to: 1) access the Michigan Sex 
Offender Registry; 2) understand the impact of digital footprints; 3) appreciate the risk of sharing photos with embed-
ded location information; 4) recognize the potential dangers and legal ramification of sexting; and 5) identify cyberbully-
ing warning signs and develop a plan of action.  This presentation will also cover what the students see in their respec-
tive presentations, as well as what OK2SAY is, and how it works. 
 

Handouts used during our presentations, and additional information, can be accessed at the Attorney General's web-
site, www.mi.gov/csi.  More information on OK2SAY, as well as resources, is available at www.mi.gov/ok2say. 
If you do NOT want your child to participate, you may sign a waiver.  The waivers will go 
home with students prior to the 16th.  



Greetings from the Vice Principal 
 

Hello Parcells!!! 
 
I am so pleased to have learned that I will be the Assistant Principal at Parcells Middle School this school year working 
with the Principal, Dan Hartley.  I have heard so many wonderful things about the staff and community here and am 
excited to become part of something so great. 
   
You’ve entrusted your most prized treasure to our care and I thought I would take this opportunity to tell you a little 
about myself in hopes to begin a long lasting relationship with our families.  I have a Bachelor’s Degree in English, 
Journalism and Elementary Education along with a Middle School endorsement in Language Arts;  A Master’s Degree 
in Teaching and an Education Specialist Degree in Administration and Supervision.  
  
I began my teaching career by student teaching in both 1

st
 and 6

th
 grades and was offered my first teaching position 

with South Redford Schools in 3
rd

 Grade.  After several years of teaching, I had the opportunity to become an Assistant 
Principal at both the middle school and high school levels in Brighton, and have spent the past three years as the As-
sistant Principal at South High School here in Grosse Pointe.  Each experience has been wonderful and I have loved 
working with students of all ages elementary through high school. 
   
For fun, I love spending time with my family.  I have been married to my husband Keith for the past two and a half 
years and have two daughters, Aubrey (23) and Amanda (21); and two step children, Austin (15) and Shelby (11).  Au-
brey is in the Marine Corps stationed in Okinawa, Japan and will be gone for at least another year.  Amanda is a senior 
at Western Michigan University studying Biology and hoping to be accepted into a Physician Assistant Program next 
year when she graduates;  She is also working at a hospital as a phlebotomist.  Austin and Shelby live with their mom 
in Dallas, Texas and come visit us several times each year. 
   
Keith and I enjoy spending time on our boat out on Lake St. Clair and we have developed quite a hobby of Drone flying 
doing aerial photography and video.  We recently worked with the Lake Erie Offshore Powerboaters doing an aerial 
video of one of their fundraisers for Wounded Warriors.  It was fun spending the day with them.   
 
I am looking forward to being back in the middle school, and particularly here at Parcells, where there are already great 
programs in place.  As your child’s Assistant Principal, I will continue to work hard to get to know and support each stu-
dent in our school and build relationships with our families and community.  Working with high morals, character and 
integrity is very important to me.  In addition to supporting our students’ academic and social growth, I also love to sup-
port teachers and building staff and can’t think of a better place to do all of this than right here at Parcells. 
 
Please feel free to contact me or stop in.  I am looking forward to meeting everyone and to a great year! 
 

Debbie Redlin 
Debra.redlin@gpschools.org 
313-432-4611 

 

 

Aubrey (23)  

My Family  
Amanda (21) 

My husband Keith and I  Austin (14) and Shelby (11)  



PTO Corner 
 

PTO Membership at Registration:  Please be sure to sign up for PTO Membership when you register your child online 
for the new school year.  This will make the school directory available to you and your membership will also go toward 
numerous programs at the school that benefit our children.  Please also consider volunteering for the various events 
held by the PTO.  Your help is always appreciated! 
 
PTO Meetings:  PTO Meetings are open to all parents and are a great way to get involved in your child’s school.  They 
are generally held on the 3rd Monday of the month at 7:00, but some meetings are different due to holiday schedules or 
conflicts.  Please check the school calendar for dates, or send an email to ekin.jeanette@gmail.com for a schedule of 
meetings. 
 
Kroger Cards:   Please register your Kroger Card to benefit the Parcells PTO.  (see instructions)   Even if you signed 
up last year, the enrollment period ended in April and it is necessary to re-register.  This is an easy source of income for 
the PTO and it doesn’t cost you anything! 
 
6th Grade Welcome Party:  The PTO needs someone to lead this event, and volunteers to help.  The party is on 
9/18/2015 from 3:30 to 5:30.  If anyone is interested in leading this event, or volunteering to help, please contact Jean-
ette Ekin at ekin.jeanette@gmail.com. 
 
School Clinic:  The Clinic is in need of volunteers.  Even if it’s only for a few hours, every bit helps.   if you are interest-
ed, please contact Sheri Favenyesi at sfavenyesi@wowway.com.  

 
Kroger Plus Card Support Parcells – Enroll or Renew   

www.kroger.com school id # 91050 
 

 

Parcells is an Evergreen School  

Follow us on: 

mailto:ekin.jeanette@gmail.com
mailto:ekin.jeanette@gmail.com
mailto:sfavenyesi@wowway.com


KROGER PLUS CARD FUNDRAISER – Enroll Now! 
2015 – 2016 Parcells Middle School (#91050) Kroger Plus Card Enrollment and Re-Enrollment Instructions 
You can support Parcells Middle School by shopping at Kroger and using a registered Kroger Plus Card. Every time 
you use your Plus Card (or telephone number) at check-out, Kroger donates a percentage back to Parcells Middle 
School. Your participation makes a difference in our school community! 
 

You can enroll your card any time during the year.  
All particpants must re-enroll each year between April 1 and April 30. 
To get started, please follow the steps for NEW ENROLLMENT (next) or RE-ENROLLMENT (below). 
NEW ENROLLMENT 
Go to www.kroger.com and click on “No Account? Register” located at the top right corner of the page. 
If you are enrolling your card for the first time, please be aware that it is a two-part process. You have to complete 
both parts to link your Kroger Plus Card to Parcells Middle School. 
Part One – Create a Kroger Account 

 Provide your email address and create a password. 

 Your password must be 6-12 characters long, and include at least one letter and one number. 

 Select your preferred store. (Please note that Parcells Middle School will receive benefits wherever you shop.) 

Click the orange “Create Account” button. 
If you experience a problem during this process, please contact Kroger for assistance at 877.576.7587. 
Keep going....you have not linked your Plus Card to Parcells Middle School yet! 
Part Two – Select Parcells Middle School as Your Community Rewards Partner 
Go to www.kroger.com and click on “Sign In” at the top right corner of page. Using the email address and password 
from Part One, sign in to your Kroger Account. 

 Click on your first name at the top right corner of the page. 

 You will be on the “Account Summary” page. 

 First, add your Plus Card number or 10-digit phone number and your last name. If you experience a problem at 

this stage, please contact Kroger at 877.576.7587. 

 Second, add your Personal Information. You do not need to input your birth date. 

 Third, choose Parcells Middle School as your Community Rewards Partner. Begin by clicking the orange 
“Enroll” button. Then complete these three steps: 

1. Find your Organization. Type “Parcells Middle School” and click “Search.” 

2. Select your Organization. Select Parcells Middle School (#91050). 
Click the orange “Enroll” button to complete your enrollment. 
Now you have selected Parcells Middle School as your Community Rewards partner. Within one – two weeks, you 
should see a statement at the bottom of your receipts which says, “At your request, Kroger is donating to Parcells 
Middle School.” 
RE-ENROLLMENT 
Go to www.kroger.com and click on “Sign In” at the top right corner of the page. 
Sign in to your Kroger Account, using your email address and password. If you have forgotten your password, you 
can reset it. Don’t give up…it just takes a moment to reset your password. Your password must be 6-12 characters 
long and include at least one letter and one number.  
  Click on your first name at top right corner of the page. 

 You will be on the “Account Summary” page. 

 Scroll down to “Community Rewards” at bottom of the page. 
Click the orange “Re-enroll” button. 
 You must complete the following three steps:  

 

Find your Organization. Type “Parcells Middle School” and click “Search.” 
Select your Organization. Select Parcells Middle School (# 91050). 
Click the orange “Enroll” button to complete your enrollment. 

 

Now you are re-enrolled for another year! You should continue to see the statement, “At your request, Kroger is do-
nating to Parcells Middle School,” at the bottom of your receipts.  
 
Thank you for taking the time to select Parcells Middle School as your Kroger Community Rewards partner. 
We are grateful for your support. 
   
If you encounter problems, please contact Kroger at 877.576.7587.  

http://www.kroger.com/
http://www.kroger.com/
http://www.kroger.com/


GYM SHORTS 
Athletic News and Information 
 

Welcome to 2015-2016 School Year.  This section will be updated monthly with athletic information to share.  You 
may also contact me, Beth Gulick, Athletic Coordinator,(beth.gulick@gpschools.org) with any questions you may 
have. 
 
Volleyball is our first sport for the school year.  Tryouts are the second day of school which is September 9, 2015 at 
3:30 – 5 pm.  ALL girls trying out must have a current physical form.  These are available in our main office, off the 
athletic page on our Parcells website and off the MHSAA website.  Athletes will not be allowed into the gyms with-
out this form on file due to liability.  Due to the new personnel, if their physical was dated after April 15, 2015, we 
ask that you get another form filled out by their doctor.  You can download the form or get a new one at registra-
tion.  Also, each athlete must have a gold form that lists emergency contact information as well.  These too are in 
the main office. 
 
For all sports, an athlete at Parcells is not allowed to dual sport.  This means they cannot participate on one of our 
teams as well as a CYO/Neighborhood club program in the same sport.  This is per the MHSAA (Michigan High 
School Athletic Association). 
 
Athletes must also be eligible to play based on grades.  They must be passing 4 of their 6 classes.  The athlete 
must also have strong conduct and work habits.  The exact verbiage of this can be found on the link to our Athletic 
page called Middle School Code of Conduct.  For the Fall Athletes, we will look at their last card marking grades. 
 
Please remember we have a pay to participate fee.  All fees must be paid online after the teams are chosen.  This 
must be done the day before their first game.  This is a ONE time fee, meaning if your student is a multi-sport ath-
lete, their other seasons are free.  The club fee is a different fee structure. 
 
We are excited for the success of our Athletes.  This is a very strong program here at Parcells and we look forward 

to meeting your student! 

Beth Gulick 

Athletic Coordinator 

mailto:beth.gulick@gpschools.org


Volleyball News 
 

Welcome back from  the 7th Grade Team Coaches,  Sage and Truza! 

 

A final decision for the 8th grade coaching position has not been made at this point.  Here is what you need to know: 

 

 Try outs are Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, September 9th, 10th and 11th after school. 

 Individual letters will be handed out Friday, September 11th at the end of practice regarding the Team se-

lection.   

 You MUST have a current physical on the MHSAA required physical form. These are available in the Par-

cells main office, the Parcells athletic web page, and the MHSAA web page.  The form must be dated after 

April 15, 2015. A completely filled out MHSAA physical form, with all needed signatures, must be turned in 

to Coach before you are allowed to participate in practice. 

 Gold Card:  (also found in the main office).  This is all your emergency contact, medical, insurance infor-

mation.  This also must be turned in to Coach before you are allowed to participate in practice. 

 Bring water and knee pads.  It gets hot and we are moving the entire time! 

 We practice EVERY DAY after school.  3:30-5:00. 

 Game days are Mondays and Wednesdays, and  7th grade games begin at 4:00. 

 If you are currently playing for another team, you must choose which team you want to play on for the entire 

season.  (This includes neighborhood club.  This rule is per the MHSAA) 

 Bring only positive attitudes, and come ready to play!  Any questions, please contact Coach Sage at    

Jackie.sagephillips@gpschools.org. 

 

Looking forward to a great season! 



P.E. NEWS 
 

Welcome back after a fun, relaxing, active summer!  We hope you were moving and enjoying the weather.  A few 
notes: 
 

 Middle School students are required to wear a PE uniform for class every day.  This is either the school 
uniform that you will purchase during orientation or in the school office OR a solid pair of green mesh 
shorts and a grey T-shirt that can have the students name written on it. 

 Tennis shoes and sox 

 Students are given a lock to use while in PE, this is their responsibility to turn in to the teachers at the end 
of the semester or year.  PLEASE remind them to lock up their things!! 

 Students will swim on 2 separate occasions during the school year.  They must provide their own swim 
suit (one piece for girls) and a towel.  The depth of the pool is such that non swimmers are still expected 
to be in the water but are NEVER put in a position where they would be in danger. 

 Students will have 5 minutes to change into their PE attire before coming to the gym and 5 minutes at the 
end of class to do the same 

 Any medical issues, please alert the PE teacher ASAP. 
 
Any questions please contact: 
 

Beth.gulick@gpschoolsorg 
 

Greg.wolff@gpschools.org 

mailto:Beth.gulick@gpschoolsorg


Welcome to Life Skills 
 

I hope that summer was both fun and relaxing for everyone.  I’m getting ex-
cited to start the school year and am looking for a few students who are ex-
perienced sewers to come to school on Thursday August 27

th
 from 9-

11:30am.  I’d like between 3-5 students to help construct some potential new 
sewing projects/fundraising ideas to implement in the upcoming school year.  
Please e-mail andrea.sobotka@gpschools.org if you are interested and avail-
able.   
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Student Council 
 

Get excited PANTHERS!  Miss Sobotka and Mr. McDonald are 
ready to hit the ground running this school year!  We have lots of 
volunteer opportunities lined up, and a school wide fundraiser 
ready to go.  We are looking for students who want to serve as 
leaders, and those who are ready to work hard and have fun!  
Stop by the Student Council table at registration to pick up your 
15/16 application.  Applications are also available from Miss 
Sobotka, Mr. McDonald, or Ms. Minette in the main office.  We 
can’t wait to see you! 
 

 

 
 
Yearbook Club 
 

Do you enjoy taking photographs?    
  

Using your knowledge of graphic design?   
 

Being creative? 
 

You should consider joining the 2015/16 YBC, the best of all the clubs at 
Parcells!!!! 
 
YBC meets monthly throughout the entire school year, with meetings held 
more frequently as the deadline approaches in April.  Members are en-
couraged to attend events (sporting, clubs, dances, the musical, etc.) and 
photograph everything to build up our collection.  We then work together 
building pages using the Pictavo website. 
 
Please plan to attend an Informational Meeting in room 221B (Foods room) 
on WEDNESDAY SEPTEMBER 30

th
, 2015 from 3:25-3:45 

mailto:andrea.sobotka@gpschools.org


Your Grosse Pointe Public Library 
 

The Grosse Pointe Public School System is grateful for its many community partnerships. To ensure we remain good 
neighbors with our partners in the Grosse Pointe Library System, we would like to take this opportunity to remind pa-
trons of rules that will help us all utilize this community resource to its fullest  
potential. 
 
Just as in school, there are guidelines for behavior and supervision at our local libraries. The library has a document 
entitled “Guidelines on Behavior” that will be enforced. It is available for review at the Youth Desk, but here are a few 
highlights we would appreciate your help in maintaining: 
  
Visiting the Library 

 We encourage all patrons to work together in order to ensure a safe, positive learning environment. 

 Loitering outside the library, or excessive entrance and exit, is disruptive to this environment which is de-
signed to support study, reading and other quiet activities. 

 Please remember the Woods branch parking lot off Mack Avenue is locked during drop-off (7:30-8:30 
a.m.) and pick-up time (2:45-3:30 p.m.) for the safety of our children. 

 Our libraries, particularly the Woods branch, are busiest from 3:15-5:30 p.m., so it may be helpful for oth-
er patrons to visit at non peak hours.  

 Children under the age of 9 cannot be left unattended. Guardians or caregivers must be age 13 or above 
themselves to watch younger students in the library. The library staff is not responsible for supervision of 
your children. Childcare is available for a fee through the GPPSS Kids Club and details can be found at 
www.gpschools.org or by calling 313-432-3067. 

  
Computer Use 

 Students need a valid library card or knowledge of their card number to use computers. 

 Livetutor.com is available free of charge from 3-10 p.m. every day of the week. 

 Computer use is limited to 30 minutes to ensure equitable access. 

 Only one student is allowed to sit at a computer. 

 No food or drinks are allowed at the computer. 

 Students may bring their own earphones to use with computers; the library does not provide these. 

 Printing is available from youth computers for a small fee (10¢ per black and white page, $1 for color). 
  
Working Together 

 An expired library card or excessive fees may prevent patrons from using the computers or borrowing 
materials. 

 Any patron, including students, with a pattern of disruptive behavior will be banned from the library. 

 To keep track of library usage in those busy times, student patrons will be asked to sign in for program-
ming or quiet study using their library card. 

 

Please remember, this is our community library. Working together, parents, students, community members, and li-
brary and school personnel will maintain a positive library environment and experience for all. 
 

http://www.gpschools.org


6th Grade  
Parent Information 

Night 
Tuesday, September 8, 2015 

6:00pm till 7:30pm 

Parcells Auditorium 


